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In MemoryIn Memory Cynthia "Cindy" Stoner

Cindy worked for 43 years in the Madison County Building and
Zoning Department before her retirement in 2019. 

 
She is survived by her daughter, Mallory Stoner of Bethalto;

son, Samuel Stoner (Katherine) of Brighton and three sisters,
Debbie (Mercie) Mendoza of Granite City, Susan (Bobby)

Rolens of Collinsville and Judy (Lance) Haynes of Edwardsville.
 

H E R E  C O M E S  T H E Judge

Madison County Circuit Judge Stephen Stobbs swore Andrew Carruthers, 42, of
Edwardsville, in as  the an the court's newest associate judge on Jan. 3.  Carruthers was
serving as a Madison County Assistant State's Attorney until he was appointed to fill
the seat of retired Associate Judge Clarence W. Harrison II.



Madison County teenager receivesMadison County teenager receives
recognition as entrepenuerrecognition as entrepenuer

          eventeen-year-old Aria Burnside is able to able to list “small business
owner” and “entrepreneur” on her resume and starting last week she can call
herself Madison County Made.

When the Edwardsville teen started baking two years ago, the furthest thing from
her mind was opening a bakery. At the time, Burnside was struggling in high
school, which led her mother, Charmian Aaron, to enroll her in homeschool classes
online. 

Not only did Burnside’s grades improve, but she discovered a new talent —
baking.

“After I started home-school, I was always at home, so I just started baking,”
Burnside said. “When my mom got home from work, I would be like, ‘Here, taste
this.’ I started giving it to people at my church, and they encouraged me to start
selling it.” 

Burnside’s mother helped launch the business — Aria’s Cookies & Confections — 

 

which began selling goods online and delivering within a 25-mile radius of
Edwardsville.

In October 2021, Burnside took part in Alton Main Street’s Idea Bounce and
took first place winning $500, plus six months of free rental space at
Eastgate Plaza in East Alton.

On Jan. 27, during the Great Rivers and Routes annual Tourism Summit held
at the Gateway Convention Center in Collinsville, Burnside received
recognition for her entrepreneurship as the first Madison County Made
honoree.

Great Rivers and Routes President and CEO Cory Jobe, along with Madison
County Chairman Kurt Prenzler, presented Burnside with a vase made by
Mississippi Mud Pottery in Alton.

The Madison County Made program is similar to the Illinois Department
of Commerce’s Office of Tourism’s Illinois Made program, which first
launched in 2016.

“Like the state’s program, we have a lot of artisans, products and
experiences unique to Madison County,” Jobe said. “There's no better way
for a tourism office to highlight ta small business owners passion.”

Prenzler said it was an honor to present the first award to Burnside.

“It’s good to see someone pursue their dream and become an entrepreneur
at such a young age,” Prenzler said.

During the summit, the state’s tourism office named two Madison County
businesses that were added to the Illinois Made program — My Just
Desserts in Alton and Water Sweets Soap Co. in Edwardsville.

S

Great Rivers and Routes President and CEO Cory Jobe, Aria Burnside,
Charmian Aaron and Madison County Chairman Kurt Prenzler



          oes this sound familiar? You’re talking with a neighbor or friend
who’s lived in Madison County their entire life, and you’ll bring up a place
that you and your family love to visit and they’ll mention that they’ve never
been there.

“It happens more often than you realize,” Chairman Kurt Prenzler said. 

While many residents enjoy relaxing in their own backyards and visit local
spots in their own town, they’re not always aware of the great places to go
and things to do in their own home county. 

“People often visit St. Louis and other areas, before they venture to some
of the places in Madison County,” Prenzler said. “So many people have no
idea of some of the things they can do in Madison County.”

Prenzler said there are enough choices and opportunities for recreation,
entertainment and cultural activities in Madison County to fill nearly every  day
of the year. He said is teaming up with Great Rivers and Routes, the county’s
tourism bureau, to showcase some of these great spots so county residents can
become their own “Tourist around Town.”

“We will be featuring these tourist destination spots and activities in the
county’s newsletter,” he said.

The county includes so many great things to do: golfing, nature centers,
entertainment venues, bike paths, bird watching, horseback riding, museums, ice
skating, galleries, boutiques and restaurants.

Great Rivers and Routes is the ultimate online resource for information about
places to go and things to do in Madison County.

“We want to know what is your favorite activity, event or destination spot in
Madison County?” Prenzler asked. 

Share your favorite places us by tagging Madison County or Great Rivers and
Routes on Instagram and Facebook with #MadCotourist.

D

Mississippi Mud Pottery is a 2016 honoree of the Illinois Made program and
each year makes the award presented to all Illinois Made honorees. Other
Madison County businesses that are Illinois Made include Kruta Bakery in
Collinsville and Old Bakery Beer in Alton. Visit enjoyillinois.com to see a
complete list of all the Illinois Made businesses.

Madison County and Great Rivers and Routes will join together in presenting
other makers into its Madison County Made program in the future.

Follow Aria on Instagram and Facebook.

https://www.instagram.com/cookiesbyaria/
https://www.facebook.com/ariascookies
https://www.riversandroutes.com/
http://www.enjoyillinois.com/


              fficials are planning to preserve green space in Edwardsville as development continues alongfficials are planning to preserve green space in Edwardsville as development continues along
Governors Parkway.Governors Parkway.

In February, Madison County is set to discuss transferring a tract of land south of Governors ParkwayIn February, Madison County is set to discuss transferring a tract of land south of Governors Parkway
and west of Plum Street to Madison County Transit.and west of Plum Street to Madison County Transit.  

“We have six tenths of an acre we want to transfer to MCT for green space,” Chairman Kurt Prenzler“We have six tenths of an acre we want to transfer to MCT for green space,” Chairman Kurt Prenzler
said. “Governors Parkway cuts through the land that was the county’s and could not be used forsaid. “Governors Parkway cuts through the land that was the county’s and could not be used for
development due to its size and current easements.”development due to its size and current easements.”

The county’s acreage, along with Illinois Department of Transportation easements, is around threeThe county’s acreage, along with Illinois Department of Transportation easements, is around three
acres.acres.  

“The county reached out to MCT about taking over the land and there was interest,” Prenzler said.“The county reached out to MCT about taking over the land and there was interest,” Prenzler said.

MCT Director SJ Morrison said the MCT board passed a resolution Wednesday to accept the transfer ofMCT Director SJ Morrison said the MCT board passed a resolution Wednesday to accept the transfer of
real property from the county. He said that once the County Board takes action MCT would have anreal property from the county. He said that once the County Board takes action MCT would have an
environmental assessment done before it takes ownership.environmental assessment done before it takes ownership.

“MCT is interested in the property to build a trailhead connection,” Morrison said. “It will allow for the“MCT is interested in the property to build a trailhead connection,” Morrison said. “It will allow for the
connection of Goshen Trail to the retail and restaurants along Governors Parkway and Plum Street.”connection of Goshen Trail to the retail and restaurants along Governors Parkway and Plum Street.”

Prenzler said that recently work started on the tract of land southeast of the county’s property, whichPrenzler said that recently work started on the tract of land southeast of the county’s property, which
included removal of trees.included removal of trees.

“The property currently being developed was a nursery in Glen Carbon,” he said. “Once the developers“The property currently being developed was a nursery in Glen Carbon,” he said. “Once the developers
started taking out the trees everyone noticed the loss of green space.”started taking out the trees everyone noticed the loss of green space.”

He said it was at the same time the county announced it was selling 15.41 acres of land at PlumHe said it was at the same time the county announced it was selling 15.41 acres of land at Plum
Street and Governor’s Parkway and many thought it was the county’s land. The county owns aroundStreet and Governor’s Parkway and many thought it was the county’s land. The county owns around
150 parcels, many of which are within conservation areas and flood zones and are unable to be150 parcels, many of which are within conservation areas and flood zones and are unable to be
developed, Prenzler said.developed, Prenzler said.

MCT represent 1,5888 acres of Green space in Madison County.MCT represent 1,5888 acres of Green space in Madison County.

County Board member Erica Conway-Harriss of Glen Carbon said she received dozens of emails fromCounty Board member Erica Conway-Harriss of Glen Carbon said she received dozens of emails from
constituents concerned about the loss of green space in Edwardsville.constituents concerned about the loss of green space in Edwardsville.

“Business and community can successfully exist through thoughtful planning and development,”“Business and community can successfully exist through thoughtful planning and development,”
Conway-Harriss said. “I’m happy the county and MCT could collaborate to achieve this goal andConway-Harriss said. “I’m happy the county and MCT could collaborate to achieve this goal and
maintain green space.”maintain green space.”  

Madison County is planning to transfer land toMadison County is planning to transfer land to
Madison County Transit for greenspaceMadison County Transit for greenspace
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Sheriff's Office receives grant for equipment upgradesSheriff's Office receives grant for equipment upgrades
        OUNTRY Financial grants $1,5000 to the Madison County Sheriff’s
Department through the Operation Helping Heroes program.

In 2020, COUNTRY Financial donated $3 million to organizations and programs C

Sheriff recognizes promotionsSheriff recognizes promotions

       heriff John Lakin recognized two sheriff deputies —  Lt. Michael J.
Keshner and Sgt. Jeremy Stumpf — in January on their recent
promotions. 

Keshner serves as the Village of Godfrey patrol supervisor and Stumpf
serves as a courthouse security supervisor.

 Lt. Michael J. Keshner Sgt. Jeremy Stumpf 

S

Follow the Sheriff's Office on Facebook to stay up-to-date
on all the latest information

 applicants must be a permanent Illinois resident
 scholarships must be utilized at institutions of higher   learning within the
State of Illinois
 students must be enrolled as a full-time student during the 2022-2023
year (excluding summer session).

    he Illinois Sheriffs’ Association announced it will be awarding more $58,000
in college scholarships throughout the State of Illinois to students wishing to
pursue higher education during the 2022-2023 academic year. 

Sheriff John D. Lakin will be awarding two scholarships in Madison County for
the amount of $500. The scholarships are to be applied to tuition, books, and
fees only. The student must be enrolled full-time at a certified institution of
higher learning within the State of Illinois.

There will be no restriction on any applicant by reason of race, age, creed,
color, sex, or national origin. The only limitations are as follows:

Applications are now available at the Madison County Sheriff’s Office, 405
Randle Street, Edwardsville, Illinois 62025, between 8 a.m. and 4:30p.m.,
Monday through Friday, or online at www.ilsheriff.org. 

Students must complete the application, answer the essay question and return
all documentation to the sheriff’s office in their permanent county of residence
by March 15, 2022 (must be postmarked by this date). 

For more information, please contact your local sheriff’s office, the Illinois
Sheriff’s Association, or go to the website at www.ilsheriff.org.

Sheriff's Office offeringSheriff's Office offering
scholarshipsscholarshipsT

COUNTRY Financial Representative Mark
Ringering presented a $1,500 check to Sheriff
John Lakin in November. The money will be used
to help with equipment upgrades in the Madison
County Jail.

“I’m so pleased to be able to help take care of
those who help care for us and enrich our lives
every day within our community – our first
responders,” Ringering said. “It’s a small token
of our appreciation that I hope will continue the 

Financial continued the program in 2021 and
expanded the opportunity to educators, to

help financial representatives further
support their local community.

 
 
 
 

. 
 

that support first responders and active-duty service members, supporting the 
company’s vision to “enrich lives in the communities we serve.” COUNTRY

In 2015, the Operation Helping Heroes
program was created to support non-profit

events and programs that benefit active-
duty service members, veterans and their

families.

Sheriff’s Department to positively impact our community.”

https://www.facebook.com/madisoncountyilsheriff
http://www.ilsheriff.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ilsheriff.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1yiAxRqBY06xDQxlieBqEbw-LWim_NOHqWYcmvc3BkhNP1GuKdLi-OXg0&h=AT2OltCMxXhU7D9a97LPj005I7MKbo4BHkMjzOZ-wCRYrNDpwIgbBMdouAqr08HY7lKGhfeOdgXngR2EK7NN3ePkdtxg5AG7VDHmq0dAnnMjHamB0Cb3pbjSoEj3Gsrwlw&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT1n_G46GoYldgia0UCV2wiKwLil_p2SsXwFcu-oD75120ZNzyJy9A9An94DIjGW-Bx-wAqVaSR9sby4vYsIgzOCxHltOW1a8H-fxZxRN4wEB-X2xes3-wGHLf7mWMWYypfXLUuPZ_frGQbs0yNYVhb-sbUJ7ZOp9tOFqpJmnh240CzqQ-Q6pdtniA
http://www.ilsheriff.org/?fbclid=IwAR3noafGUZjHQkkxOLh0WnajxF-XuRZMNbYJ3lBdGeAcoVoi0kOFG89BNCI


Madison County Treasurer's Office is reminding taxpayers that the last day to pay taxes before the annual delinquent tax sale is Tuesday, Feb. 22. The
sale will be held at 10 a.m., in the board room (Ste. 109) of the Administration Building. 157 N. Main St., Edwardsville.

The last day to pay unpaid taxes will be Feb 18. Payment must be physically received by 4:30 p.m. in the Treasurer's Office by that date. Online
payments can be made until 10:59 p.m. on Feb 18.

Each year the Treasurer’s Office attempts to contact property owners with past due taxes, this is done by certified letter and publication in local
newspapers. Madison County collects taxes in four installments.

Only unpaid taxes will be sold during the annual tax sale, not individual properties.

In 2021, the tax sale resulted in the lowest-ever penalty rate, which averaged 1.52 percent.

The low penalty rate is attributed to the automated bidding system that the county utilizes, along with the high number of participating tax buyers. 

Each county in Illinois holds an annual Tax Sale to collect delinquent taxes, which they then distribute to taxing districts. Illinois requires these sales, or
auctions, so that taxing entities such as school districts, townships, municipalities, libraries, fire protection districts, etc. receive the money levied for
that year. 

In 2021, the Madison County tax sale collected nearly 3.7 million dollars of those delinquent taxes for distribution to its more
than 200 taxing districts.

The Treasurer's Office reminds property owners who did not receive a property tax bill to call (618) 692-6260.. Per Illinois law,
regardless of whether a tax bill is received, a taxpayer is still responsible for paying the property taxes.

The Treasurer’s office is open for business from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday. Visit
https://www.co.madison.il.us/treasurer/index.php for more information.

Madison County to hold its annual delinquent taxMadison County to hold its annual delinquent tax
sale in Februarysale in February

https://www.co.madison.il.us/treasurer/index.php


Mad ison  County  Coroner 's  Of f i ce  t o  get  new  sa fe ty  equ ipmentMad ison  County  Coroner 's  Of f i ce  t o  get  new  sa fe ty  equ ipment

            
          adison County Coroner's Office is getting  new technical rescue
gear.

Madison County Coroner Stephen Nonn requested $12,000 in new gear
after he felt his department was underequipped when responding to
emergencies, including the Dec. 10 tornado that struck the Amazon
facility in Edwardsville, killing six people and a Granite City fire on Dec.
16 that killed three.

The Coroner's Office is purchasing hardhats, boots, gloves, pants and
coats for its investigators. The "turnout" gear is similar to that worn by
firefighters and Banner Fire Equipment submitted the lowest bid for
the equipment at $12,070.

Nonn said that the department became aware of the problem during
recovery efforts at the Amazon site. 

"All the first responders who were working inside the damaged
structure had on heavy-duty turnout gear, while my investigators had
on normal clothing," Nonn said. "My investigators were wearing
hardhats, but they didn't have chin straps and high winds at the site
blew the hats off their heads. We never recovered the hardhats."

Nonn said the turnout gear will be able to protect coroner's office
investigator if they need to crawl through glass or other debris, or have
to reach blindly into areas to recover bodies."

M

       adison County officials warn residents how to prepare for severe weather.

“Preparation is key to staying safe and minimizing impact,” Emergency
Management Agency Director Anthony Falconio said. “Be weather ready.” 

Highway Engineer Adam Walden said the public should “stay home” if
possible during a winter storm. He said one of his main concerns when winter
weather does strike and roads are cleared, high winds can cause snow drifting
and refreezing along rural roads that were plowed.

“Drivers who drive along open fields should pay attention to drifting snow and
refreezing,” Walden said. “Also, if it’s icy out don’t go out.”

Falconio said for those who must travel, motorists should give themselves plenty
of time to get to work, as well as pack an emergency kit.

“The public should be prepared for winter weather at home, at work and in a
car,” Falconio said. “Create an emergency supply kit for your car that includes
jumper cables, sand or non clumping cat litter, a flashlight, warm clothes,
blankets, bottled water and non-perishable snacks. Keep a full tank of gas.”  

Falconio said that if the public wants to know more about what to do before and
during a winter storm visit the county's EMA website
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/emergency_management/winter_sto
rms.php for more information.     

Weather  ReadyWeathe r  ReadyWeathe r  Ready

MMM

When snow str ikes cal l  ahead to check i f  Madison County faci l i t ies are open or wi l l  open late .When snow str ikes cal l  ahead to check i f  Madison County faci l i t ies are open or wi l l  open late .When snow str ikes cal l  ahead to check i f  Madison County faci l i t ies are open or wi l l  open late .

Telephone (618) Telephone (618) Telephone (618) 296-6200296-6200296-6200  or vis it   or  v is it   or  v is it  https://www.co.madison. i l .us/departments/index.phphttps://www.co.madison. i l .us/departments/index.phphttps://www.co.madison. i l .us/departments/index.php  for a for a for a
complete l ist  of  Madison County departments .complete l ist  of  Madison County departments .complete l ist  of  Madison County departments .

https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/emergency_management/winter_storms.php
tel:+616182966200
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/index.php


ANIMAL CONTROL 

         adison County Animal Control wants to remind pet owners to
get their pets fixed.

“Spaying or neutering your pet can be the single best decision you
make for their long-term welfare,” Madison County Animal Care
and Control Manager Katherine Conder said.

February is Spay/Neuter Awareness Month and Feb. 22 is World
Spay Day. 

“Spaying or Neutering is the most effective and humane means of
decreasing euthanasia in shelters by combating pet
overpopulation,” Conder said. “Having pets spayed or neutered will
prevent unwanted litters, and free up homes for already living
homeless animals.”

She said every adoptable shelter pet is worth saving, and every
effort made by our community counts.

Spaying or neutering pets promotes good health and reduces
potential behavioral problems as well as help prevent pet
overpopulation.

WHY WORLD SPAY DAY IS IMPORTANT
 

It all started with Doris Day
       Naming a festival aimed at removing the testes and ovaries of
animals after a legendary performer seems…like a stretch. But in 1978
Doris Day founded her Animal Foundation, which in turn, founded Spay
Day USA in 1995 to help eliminate the problem of homeless pets.

It saves millions of animals’ lives
      At least 3 million adoptable cats and dogs are euthanized in the U.S.
each year because they don’t have homes — numbers largely
attributable to unplanned litters that could have been prevented by
spaying or neutering. Spaying and neutering can also reduce the
incidence of some of the most common types of cat and dog cancers.

It makes more room in shelters
     Even if you could, in theory, find loving homes for the puppies and
kittens your animals might produce, there’ll still be fewer homes for
puppies and kittens already in animal shelters. And that means they’re
more likely to be killed. This is a day that really draws attention to the
importance of not being super selfish when it comes to watching your
pets experience the miracle of birth!

Mad i s on  Coun t y  r e c ogn i z i n g  Spay
and  Neu t e r  Mon th

M



         ur love for cats goes back a long way. They are loveable and affectionate and the 2nd most
popular pet in the United States.

By nature, cats are independent and appear to be self reliant. One common misconception is that cats do not need regular veterinary care. 

According to a survey by the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) approximately 79 percent of people took their dog to the veterinarian for
routine or preventive care compared to approximately 48 percent of people who took their cat. 

Many cat parents state that taking their cat to the vet is too difficult. They only take them when they need care. However, cats are expert symptom hiders
and by the time cat parents realize their cat is sick it is may be more serious. 

Routine and preventive veterinarian visits are essential to your cat’s health.

ANIMAL CONTROL 

F eb r ua r y  i s  f o r  F e l i n e s
N a t i o n a l  C a t  H e a l t h  M o n t h

S P A Y  &  N E U T E R  C L I N I C S

Partners for Pets Humane Society
9136 Lower Marine Rd. 
Saint Jacob, IL 62281
(618) 540-7387 

Carol House Quick Fix Pet Clinic
(314) 771-7387
1218 S. Jefferson, 
St. Louis, MO 63104
Shots/Testing/Microchip

Metro East Humane Society
8495 State Rte. 145
 Edwardsville, IL 62025
(618)656-4405
Madison County Illinois Residents Only

Hartz Second Chance
(618) 975-4434
119 United Dr. Collinsville, IL 62234 - call
for more details

W E L L N E S S  C L I N I C S

Partners for Pets Humane Society
9136 Lower Marine Rd. 
Saint Jacob, IL 62281
(618) 540-7387 

Metro East Humane Society
8495 State Rte. 145
 Edwardsville, IL 62025
(618)656-4405
Madison County Illinois Residents Only

Gateway Pet Guardians
725 N 15th St. 
East St.Louis, IL 62205
(314)664-7398

Cats can, in fact, becomeCats can, in fact, become
depressed. Watch fordepressed. Watch for

changes in vocalization,changes in vocalization,
appetite and other abnormalappetite and other abnormal

behaviorbehavior

Some greens are toxic.Some greens are toxic.
Keep lilies, Azaleas, mistletoe,Keep lilies, Azaleas, mistletoe,

holly out of the house.holly out of the house.

Milk isn't always great forMilk isn't always great for
cats. Felines can be lactosecats. Felines can be lactose

intolerant and they canintolerant and they can
become sick frombecome sick from

consumingconsuming    dairy products.dairy products.

Cats often hide whenCats often hide when
they are sick or injuredthey are sick or injured

— it's a survival— it's a survival
instinct.instinct.

  

Declawing your cat is cruelDeclawing your cat is cruel
and viewed as dangerous toand viewed as dangerous to

their health and safety.their health and safety.
There are other methods toThere are other methods to

get your cat to stopget your cat to stop
scratching.scratching.

  

o

Their mysterious nature led to many myths or misconceptions that have influenced our ideas about cat
care. February is National Cat Health Month and is the perfect time to focus on the health of your cat.

F i v e  Ca t  F ac t s

https://www.partnersforpetsil.org/
https://stlspayneuter.org/
http://www.stlspayneuter.org/
http://www.stlspayneuter.org/
http://www.stlspayneuter.org/
http://www.stlspayneuter.org/
http://www.stlspayneuter.org/
https://www.mehs.org/
http://www.hartz2chance.org/
http://www.opspot.org/
http://www.opspot.org/
http://www.snipalliance.org/
http://www.snipalliance.org/


BUILDING & ZONING 

March 12,
June 18
Sept. 17
Oct. 22

       adison County residents will have the opportunity to “e-rase” their e-waste
once again this year.

Madison County Building & Zoning is collaborating with CJD-Ecycling, an
Edwardsville recycling company, to host (4) four e-waste recycling events for county
residents. The events will be on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., on the following
dates:

At these collections, residents who have made an appointment may drop off home
electronics to be recycled responsibly. 

Accepted items include home electronics and televisions, computers and monitors,
small appliances, air conditioners, washers, dryers, dishwashers, refrigerators,
furnaces, lawn equipment. All items, including older-model CRT televisions, are free
of charge for residents to recycle during the drive. 

“Essentially anything with a cord can be dropped off to
be recycled for free,” Resource Management Coordinator
Brandon Banks said. “The event allows people to dispose
of recyclable electronics at no cost and keep items out of
the landfill.”

Items not allowed include light bulbs, paint, hazardous
waste, business and contractor waste, batteries, oils, fire
extinguishers, propane tanks, oxygen tanks, DVDs, VHSs,
CDs, or cassette tapes, transformers or ballasts, and
devices containing mercury including smoke detectors. 
 
The collection event is open to all Madison County
residents. 

“We make sure to hold these important events so that
residents have an opportunity to dispose of the hard to
recycle items several times a year,” Madison County
Board Chairman Kurt Prenzler said.

The event is free to attend, but registration is required.
Register at https://recycleresponsibly.as.me/electronics.

The collection is part of Building & Zoning’s regular
programming to provide residents with comprehensive
waste-disposal and recycling services. For more
information about residential waste services offered,
visit www.madisoncountybz.com. 

Madison County to host annualMadison County to host annual

e-waste collectionse-waste collections

M

https://recycleresponsibly.as.me/electronics
http://www.madisoncountybz.com/


                adison County Health Department is asking the public to join them in wearing red
on Friday, Feb 4 to show support for American Heart Month.

The day marks National Wear Red Day in the United States, and everyone is encouraged to
don their crimson colors to help bring awareness to one of the leading causes of death in
the state and across the nation.

“Heart disease is the leading cause of death in the United States,” Director of Public Health
Toni Corona said.

According to the Center for Disease Control, heart disease is the leading cause of death for
men, women, and people of most racial and ethnic groups in the United States. One person
dies every 36 seconds in the United States from cardiovascular disease, and it is estimated
that 655,000 Americans die from heart disease each year.

The American Heart Association (AHA), the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute
(NHLBI) and other organizations around the country celebrate the day by wearing red, while
bringing attention to heart disease as the leading cause of death for Americans.

In 2002, the NHLBI kicked off the National Wear Red Day campaign to bring awareness to
heart health and the AHA’s signature women’s initiative, Go Red for Women, which is a
comprehensive platform designed to increase the attention brought to women’s heart
health. 

Despite the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, cardiovascular disease remains the No. 1
killer of women according to the AHA’s 2021 Heart Disease and Stroke statistics. The
report states cardiovascular disease kills one woman approximately every 80 seconds and
is the cause for every 1 in 3 deaths.

Corona said while heart disease typically surfaces later in life, what a person does in their
teens, 20s and 30s impacts their health as they get older.

“Some cardiovascular disease risk factors cannot be controlled, such as a family history or
age, but others can,” she said. “It is important for people of all ages to embrace a healthy
lifestyle and know the risks for heart disease. The good news is more than 80 percent of all
heart issues are preventable.”

The Heart TruthThe Heart Truth
M
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Madison County approves $360,000 for technology servicesMadison County approves $360,000 for technology servicesMadison County approves $360,000 for technology services

                     adison County officials approved agreements on
Wednesday for more than $360,000 in anti-virus software
and security services.

“Cyber criminals are out there and we need to do what we can
to protect the county’s IT systems,” Chairman Kurt Prenzler
said. “Last year we saw ransomware attacks on the City of
Alton, St. Clair County and Lewis and Clark Community
College. Cybersecurity is important.”

The County Board approved two resolutions for the IT
Department. One allows the county to purchase a 3-year next-
generation anti-virus agreement for $314,840 and the
second, a 3-year agreement for security awareness training
and anti-phishing software subscription services for $46,005.

M IT Director Chris Bethel said the purchases are being made
available under the Omnia Partners IT Products and Services.
He said the county is using American Rescue Plan Act funding
to purchase the anti-virus agreement and IT funds will pay for
the security awareness training and phishing subscription
services

 “The anti-virus agreement is for advanced software and
monitoring services,” Bethel said. 
He said antivirus software is necessary to protect systems
against the most common threat vector malicious actors are
using — malware intrusion via phishing. The anti-virus
software will protect computers from viruses and spyware,
proactive threats and network threats, Bethel said.

“I am thankful the IT Committee and the county board
continue to take a serious approach to cybersecurity,” County
Board member and chair of the IT Committee Jamie Goggin
said.

https://unit42.paloaltonetworks.com/covid19-cyber-threats/


VETERANS ASSISSTANCE COMMISSION 

     he Veterans Assistance Commission (VAC) would like the public’s help in welcoming three new staff members.

U.S. Marine Corps veteran Chris Johnson started working as one of two new Veterans Service Officers (VSO) in January with the VAC. Indira
“Joey” James also started working in January.

Johnson served active duty for four years with the Marines as an engineer. After leaving the Corps he pursued a career in law enforcement.
He holds an associate degree in criminal justice from Lewis and Clark Community College and for the past 25 years he served a a patrol
officer, detective, patrol sergeant, detective sergeant and administrative major with the Wood River Police Department before retiring on
Dec. 30, 2021.

VAC Superintendent Brad Lavite said that Johnson brings a long history of collective experiences as a marine and a first responder. He said
his enthusiasm to continue serving is evident when he wasn’t even retired a full week when he started his new job to assist veterans.

James is an U.S. Army veteran who served active duty and in the reserves for more than 10 years as a supply sergeant. She holds a
master’s degree in social work from Brown School at Washington University in St. Louis

While completing her schooling, she served as an associate in the Military and Veterans Service Center assisting Veterans and their
families with navigating education benefits. James comes to the VAC with experience working with children, adolescents, and their families
as a Clinician with Chestnut Health Systems.

Jeffrey Sherwood Chris Johnson Indira "Joey" James

T

Lavite said James has a long history of collaboration and serving others both in service and as a
civilian. Her background and experience in social work will be of great benefit to the VAC and the
veterans. 

Jeffrey Sherwood started working in January with the VAC as a second administrative assistant.
Sherwood served active duty from 1998 to 2011 both in the Marine Corps and Army. His
background is in aviation and he brings a wide array of experience in data entry and processing to
the VAC.
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Madison County Board
Meeting Update

The public is invited to attend County Board

meetings, which are held in the Board Room at

the Madison County Administration Building,

157 N. Main St., Edwardsville, Ill.

To listen to past meetings, or read

approved minutes, visit

https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/

county_clerk/county_board_records/board

_agendas_and_minutes.php for more

information.

Madison County Government continues to share the latest updates surrounding the

county’s response to COVID-19 on its website and social media pages.

Check out the Citizens Guide on the
county's website to find out more on
the operations of Madison County
Government and its departments.

Check out the calendar to view
upcoming County Board and

Committe meertings.

Created by Madison County Public Relations and Communications

The Madison County Board Chair
appoints individuals to more than

70 boards and commissions
throughout Madison County. Click
on the booklet to find out more.

https://www.facebook.com/MadisonCountyIL
https://www.instagram.com/madisoncountyil/
https://cms4.revize.com/revize/madisoncounty/document_center/Government%20Transparency/Citizens%20Guide%20(10).pdf
https://cms4.revize.com/revize/madisoncounty/document_center/BoardsnCommissions/Boards%20and%20Commissions%20Dec.%202020%20210104.pdf
https://twitter.com/madisoncountyil
https://twitter.com/madisoncountyil
https://www.co.madison.il.us/calendar.php
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/county_clerk/county_board_records/board_agendas_and_minutes.php

